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Telephone: 01233 712277 

Email: office@charing.kent.sch.uk  

Website: www.charingschool.org.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CharingPrimary/ 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have now finished our third term and we are halfway through the school year. As I always ask, 
where has all the time gone? Time flies when you are having fun they say and I think this is so true. It 
has been a great term once again and the children are making excellent progress and working hard. 
They are also living out the school vision with the support of all stakeholders. I have been carrying out 
lots of monitoring of late and one sentence in our school vision that I feel I see lived out daily is the 
statement 'Inspired by Jesus, we walk beside each individual in our family by understanding and 
responding to their unique needs'. 
 
I had the great privilege of taking the Year 6 children to the Houses of Parliament on Tuesday. We had 
an early start but it was well worth it. We had a tour around Parliament, taking in the great history that 
oozes from the building and we were told a few stories about a range of people connected with the 
place including Henry VIII and Michael Jackson!! We then watched a live debate and saw the MPs in 
action. Before we departed we received the opportunity to meet and chat to our local MP Katie Lam, 
whose team arranged the tour for us. It was an amazing day and the children gained so much from it. 
They also enjoyed the sightseeing on our way to and from Parliament. This is the second year in a row 
that Year 6 have been on the trip and I aim for Year 6 to make the trip every year, as I truly feel it is an 
educational visit from which the children receive a wide range of good learning experiences. Also, I 
would like to thank the PTFA for their kind donation towards the trip, to ensure it could go ahead. 
 
It was a week of educational visits as Ducklings and Rabbits went to Little Street in Maidstone on the 
train and had a wonderful time. Thanks to all the volunteers who gave up their time to ensure the trip 
progressed smoothly. Year 5 were also meant to take part in their residential visit this week but it has 
been postponed until the second week of next term to ensure all children who wish to attend can 
attend. This is another example of part of our vision being lived out in real life: 'Our inclusive school'. 
 
'Learning with parents' will come into force next term, as an online Reading Record for parents and 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbits

 

 
 

Squirrels 

Otters 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Woodpeckers 

        Foxes
  

 
Badgers 

Owls 

 

92% 93% 93% 99% 94% 98% 96% 

Whole School – 
95.2% 

Year to date – 
92% 

 Target –  
96% 

150 Years - 1873 - 2023 

mailto:office@charing.kent.sch.uk


Compassion        Friendship      Forgiveness      Resilience       Hope 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please can I remind those who drive to school to drop off or pick their children up to 
please park respectfully of other drivers and our neighbours. Please do not park across or 
on other people's drives including local businesses. We need to ensure we are respecting 
our neighbours as they are all part of our school community. Parking on or across drives 
or parking spaces is not showing respect.  
 
Please also do not move the yellow bollards that are up in front of the school and park in 
that space. These are in place deliberately to ensure there is access to the school. 
 
Although School Road and Downs Way have limited parking, there is plenty of parking 
throughout the village. The slightly longer walk will do children good, if you are unable to 
park legally near the school. 
 
Thank You 
 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who donated generously for the Air Ambulance 

Charity. We managed to raise £ 166.71. 

PARENTS EVENING 

19th MARCH 2025 – WEDNESDAY 

The Parents Evening tab went live on yesterday on 13th February on the MCAS app. 

Parents are advised to please book a time slot for their child/children. 

'Learning with parents' will come into force next term, as an online Reading Record for parents and staff. 
There will be a meeting about this at 2.45 on Wednesday 26th February; it would be great to see as many 
of you there as possible. Also, this week, we have announced that our next Parents' Evening will be on 
Wednesday 19th March. The office will soon send details to you regarding how to book a time slot for this 
important event.   
 
Next week is half term, and considering the hard work everyone has put in this term, it is much needed. I 
wish everyone a wonderful week off and look forward to warmer and longer days next term. The new 
term starts on Monday 24th February 2025 and I look forward to seeing you all then. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Thomas Bird 
Head teacher 
 



Compassion        Friendship      Forgiveness      Resilience       Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Focus for this week’s Worship continues to centre around Jesus’ early ministry; we 
have been looking at different occasions when he has used his healing powers. 

We read from Mark’s Gospel, Chapter 1 verses 40 – 45, learning about when Jesus healed 
the Ieper. We tried to imagine how it would feel if we were so poorly that we couldn’t 
come back to school or live in our house anymore. This is often what happens when people 
develop a terrible condition called leprosy. Many people suffered with it in Bible times, 
but there are still people today with it. Jesus met many people who had leprosy. They 
were all incredibly sad as they had to live on the outskirts of the town as people thought 
they could catch it if they went near or touched them. They could not be with their 
families, friends or go to work. Jesus showed that nobody was shut out and went amongst 
them touching them and talking to them so they felt much better. 

 A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging to be healed. “If you are 
willing, you can heal me and make me clean,” he said. Jesus felt sorry for the man, So he 
put his hand on him…’ ‘Instantly he was healed.’ I wonder why Jesus put his hand on the 
man to heal him. I wonder what this tells us about Jesus. We then moved on to Luke 
Chapter 5: verses17-26. Jesus heals the paralysed man. Massive crowds continually 
gathered to hear Jesus and to be healed and just to get close to hear his message. One 
day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there.  

They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power 
of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. Some men came carrying a paralysed man on 
a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not 
find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on 
his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus 
saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven get up and walk.” What difference 
did Jesus make to this man’s life? He went away thanking and praising God. I wonder what 
he might have said to Jesus after he had been healed. The paralysed man’s friends went 
the extra mile for him. They brought him to Jesus because they knew he could be healed. 
Without the help of his friends, the paralysed man would have stayed paralysed and 
couldn’t have lived a full life. I wonder what kind of friend we are.  

I wonder what we would do for our friends if they needed our help. Wherever he went 
Jesus demonstrated God’s power by healing every kind of disease and illness. Jesus cared 
for people, showed compassion, didn’t like to see people suffering. 

 

This week in Worship 
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A Child’s prayer of Thanks 
 

Dear Father God 
 

I am thankful 
For all you give, 

For food, 
For love, 

A place to live, 
I thank you for my family too 

And I want you to know 
That I love you. 

 
Amen. 
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COLLECTIVE CELEBRATION WORSHIP 

Eliza L 

Trillion 

Lyla 

 

Vinny B 

Gracie 

 

Margaret 

Millie S 

Jessie 

Faith 
Buddy 

Ted 

Jessica 

 

Millie Go 

Oli  

Tabitha 

Samuel L Isabelle B 

Lucas 

Theo 
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Hello we are Mrs Hebbes and Mrs Alexander, your mental health first aiders. Mrs Hebbes is here 

Monday to Friday and works within Ducklings preschool. Mrs Alexander works Thursday and Friday as 

a teaching assistant in Badgers.  

We are here to support the children, staff and families of Charing School. If you would ever like to 

speak to us, feel we can offer support to yourself or someone in your family, please come and find us 

on the playground or let the office know and we can arrange a time. 

Mrs. Hebbes 
(Mon- Fri) 

Mrs. Alexander 
(Thru- Fri) 

Meet Our Mental Health First Aiders 

SEND SURGERY DROP-IN 
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INTERNET SAFETY 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DROP OFF 

Can we please remind parents that school gates shut at  8:55am. If you arrive 

late , please drop off your child/ children at the school office.  

For safeguarding reasons we do not allow parents/carers to drop off their 

children to their classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is poorly and unable to come 
to school, please ensure that you inform 
the office via telephone or leave a 
message on our answer phone. Can we 
please request that all attendance 
related emails are sent to the following: 

Ms. Nimrah Rehman 
attendance@charing.kent.sch.uk 
 

 

This week’s poster about is 10 WAYS YOU CAN SHARE KINDNESS ONLINE Please 
continue to monitor your child’s online behaviour and access. If you need help with a 
specific app we have not highlighted yet, please talk to Mrs Hammond. 

We would politely ask all parents/carers to park sensibly when dropping and 
while picking children off at school.  

Please be considerate that the school setting is within a neighbourhood area 
so please be mindful of village residents and DO NOT park on business and 
private properties. 
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MEDICATION SAFETY 

  

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRAPAROUND CARE: Both Breakfast and Afterschool club bookings are placed under this tab and 

payments need to be made when you book your session for your child. This is done to avoid any 

payments not made. 

PARENT CONSENT: Please select the options given to update your child’s consent.  

If payments have been made otherwise and in advance before booking the sessions, please call or 

email the office to book your child’s space.Please be reminded to clear out any 

outstanding balances under individual accounts of your children. 

 

SCHOOL DINNERS – 
 
Dinner Money cost £2.43 
Please be reminded school meals are to be paid for in advance. Our caterers will not allow a debt to 
build and as of next term, any unpaid accounts will result in your child not receiving a meal and you 
will need to provide a packed lunch.  
 

We understand that at times children are unwell and need to stay at home to 

recover, however please remember that we can administer prescribed medication 

(IF REQUIRED), so if your child is feeling better but needs medicine, this can be 

brought to the office and managed as necessary. The office would be able to assist 

in 

 this. 

 

We promote healthy eating at Charing CE Primary School and would appreciate 
parents adhering to the healthy eating guidelines as below: 
 
Sweets: Please do not pack sweets or chocolate bars. 
 
Drinks: children under 5 receive free milk with their snacks and water is 
available for everyone whenever they want to drink. Please do not send in fizzy 
drinks with your child’s packed lunch. 

 
Nut Free: Please be reminded that we are a nut-free school. We have children in school who have 
potential life-threatening nut- allergies which can be triggered by direct or indirect contact with nuts in 
the environment. To keep our children safe, we request that parents please find a nut-free alternative. 
This also includes NUTELLA or any CHOCOLATE spread. 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
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 Dates for your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event 

TERM 4 

26th Feb Meeting about NEW reading system for ALL PARENTS in the hall  
2:45pm 

27th Feb New reading system including new online reading record goes LIVE  

*5th – 7th March Y5 at Kingswood Residential –UPDATED DATE 

5th Mar Dance Workshop *  

6th Mar World Book Day- see below 

19th Mar Parents Evening 
3:30pm to 7:30pm 

The PTFA are kindly funding part of this payment. Please see MCAS (the 

school app) for the small contribution needed to attend the workshop. 

This is listed under Products. 
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West End in Schools are returning to 

Charing this year to help us celebrate 

World Book Day on the 5th of March 2024! 

 

               Last year the dance workshops were a great success! 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 5th March all children will participate in a dance workshop based on 

a familiar book. Details of this and payment have been sent out already. Please 

check MCAS for payment details. 

 
We will ALSO be entering an art-based competition to 

design a national book token. 

 



Compassion        Friendship      Forgiveness      Resilience       Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

The theme this year is……Read your way! 

This year it is up to the children how they dress. Come in your PJs, 

your favourite jumper, a fancy dress costume, bring a teddy or just 

change your hair for the day…..anything goes! Just please make sure 

all clothing is suitable for playtimes and PE! Whatever makes them 

feel comfortable and help with the fun of reading. 

 

As always, the children will all receive a book token which they can exchange for one of the nationally published books or put 

it towards a book of their choice. 

During the day, all classes will be sharing books and completing reading activities and challenges and spending time listening 

to our favourite stories. Please encourage your child to bring in a favourite book or story on the day we will be sharing stories 

with other classes. This can be a picture book, novel, magazine or a football annual, anything your child would love to share. 
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School Uniform Connect is back!!  

 

With FREE BRAND NEW uniform essentials in 

primary & secondary school sizes. 

Mark your calendars  

Our FREE Spring/Summer '25 event is taking 

place on 

 

Friday 14th February. 

Repton Connect Community Centre TN23 3RX 

Join Diana in the Willow hall from 2.30pm - 4.30pm 

 

Save the date & tell your friends. Our FREE BRAND 

NEW school uniform essentials giveaway is open to 

all Ashford Kent residents. No booking required, all 

we ask is for a few details on arrival. 

Come early to avoid disappointment, as we are 

unable to hold or reserve items.  
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